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GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

Looking firstly at the content of the essay. The Irish
celid (p. 1) is of course cognate with the Welsh celu
(to hide), which, when the prefix dat- is added,
reverses the meaning leaving us with datgelu (to
"unhide"), i.e., to reveal. 

The section on history produces a detailed
account. The point about the inclusion of the Keltoi
in accounts by classical sources being an
indication of their importance is well made, while
the references to Herodotus give us fair warning
that we should not take Herodotus' word as being
factually accurate in the way we might expect from
a modern historian. This same caution then,
should be used when considering any content
from pseudo-histories such as the Book of Invasions
(p. 4) as noted on page 5. 

Pytheas' journey and the origin of Pretannia are
very relevant to the essay, but the description of
France and (particularly) Spain as being in North-
western Europe, (p. 6) is something of a stretch
geographically. 

The point about the definition of philology (p. 6) is
a fair one, and so expands the scope of the
current  assignment (or not if the other disciplines
are deemed part of it). However, trying to establish
phonological changes using only the written word
is always going to be a difficult (if not impossible)
task. The section on place-names shows evidence
of good research, and their use as a means of
establishing the geographical spread of the
ancient Celts (p. 7) is sound advice. 

As for folklore and mythology, they should of
course be considered (p. 8), but only as historical
sources within the context of the time when they
were written and their intended audience (just as
should be the case with "Classical" sources). The
point about "vilifying the Romans" (p. 9) is



perfectly valid, and the Conclusion (p. 10) offers
hope for a more collaborative future. 

As for style and presentation, all in all, this essay is
well-written in language of a standard appropriate
for work at this level. It also shows evidence of
wider background reading and represents a
geunine attempt at undertaking the assignment as
set. 

PAGE 1

PAGE 2

Text Comment.  Halicarnassus

PAGE 3

PAGE 4

PAGE 5

PAGE 6

Text Comment.  definition

PAGE 7

PAGE 8

PAGE 9

PAGE 10

PAGE 11

PAGE 12


